PUTTING ON AND PUTTING OFF EPHISIANS 4: 25- 32

Let us review this text together. I plan to present it to you just as I felt inspired to do. I will stay within 30 minutes. I have shared my views on this topic in a note, which will be available on the website. So, you will do well to listen again and continue from wherever I stop. My prayer is that the holy spirit will help us understand further His message to us today.
I would like to review a passage that Phil presented last week to establish context for my text. Quickly let us look at Matt 9:17. Neither do people pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will burst; the wine will run out, and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.’ This in an answer Jesus brought when he was asked why his disciples do not fast. This is not a bible study on fasting neither is it on wine production but There is an underlying principle that Jesus mentioned there that is very critical to our study today and that is that only compatible software work in compatible operating systems in today’s computer language. I mean you cannot live in the flesh when you have the life of God. 
Another particularly important scripture to look at is 2 Corinth 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here! NIV. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. NKJV. This is the reason I wanted us to understand the new wine and the new wine skin first before we talk about putting off and putting on, I need you not to miss this. We know from the bible that all has fallen short of God’s glory, and we are all condemned to die. So, It does not really matter to God whether you were a murderer before now and have changed your ways. To God you may have lived your life a fornicator or an adulterer, but now you changed your ways, that does not matter to God if you are not a new creation because flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. You were a drunk, a person under addiction of any kind but now you are clean. You may even have lived an impeccable life as a human being outside the life of God. Christ did not die so you stop talking vile, all that really do not matter to God. God did not invest as much as laying down the life of His only begotten son to stop me from womanizing or stealing, No that’s not the reason because changing your old ways though it is good for you, will only benefit you by saving your liver from the effect of alcohol and stopping you from getting STDs but it will not make you a heir to God’s kingdom or make you qualified to operate at that level. 
The reason is because God has created a specie of beings that can carry the life of God in them. That means this specie of beings can have access to the God life and do God things. 2 Peter 1:1-4. Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
1 John 3:2 See what great love. the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be, has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
This Class of beings cannot operate as mare men. John 10:34-36. 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”’]? 35 If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be set aside— 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 
No wonder scriptures in Psalms 40:20 says A man who is in honour, yet does not understand, is like the beasts that perish.
The wine is that life of God poured into us. The wine Skin is our physical life. Hence, we cannot live as we used to. Our impeccable life and goodness are like a used sanitary pad before God. We are not living according to (Ephesians 4) our text because we want to be nice guys no, we live this way because that is the very nature of the new creation. It is the software that can run the Zoe (The God life) operating system. It is all about compatibility. In Colossians 2:11-15  11 In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, . Our old ways are done with and we cannot get any results if we continue therein. No wonder prayers are not answered, and we are not doing exploits for God. No wonder we are still battling with sickness and other elemental stuff. This is reason many are still babies in the things of God after many years of coming to Christ.
Understanding this will help us put off our old live style and put on the new one so we can become participants in the divine nature. We must put off our old self because that is the cause of disagreement. Jesus would have crucified Satan on the cross if the devil were the problem but rather, he crucified the flesh on the cross and still ask us to continually put it and its deeds to death. 
Things to put off and things to put on: BACK TO OUR TEXT Ephesians 4:25-32 
· Differences in our truthfulness, control of anger, honesty, hard work, generosity
· Cleaning up our conversations and minding our language
· The dangers of grieving the Holy Spirit
· Getting rid of our violent emotions and selfish motives; replacing them with kindness, compassion, and forgiveness – just as He forgave us.
· Dealing with offence and neutralising the devil:  See Matthew 5:23-24; 18:15-17.
25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbour, for we are all members of one body. 26 ‘In your anger do not sin’[d]: do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need.
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.
I close with this, if you do not understand this, you will throw Jesus out of your Ship like Jonah was thrown out of the ship. 



  
 
